showed a characteristic pattern in all 4 treated animals, an initial hypertonus being followed by increased uterine contractility. Closer to parturition there was an apparent increase in response in all the ewes, the effect being both greater and longer lasting. There was a mean tenfold stimulation of uterine activity during the infusions compared to the relevant control periods (P < 0-005, one-tailed / test).
The immediate effect of PGF-2a on uterine activity may have been missed by previous investigators because too low a dose was given. From this study it appears that, apart from an indirect effect on the ovine myometrium by a lowering of the oxytocic threshold, PGF-2a can also exert an acute effect on uterine contractility. This is consistent with the idea that the surge of PGF-2a at term is the final impetus for fetal expulsion in the sheep. 
